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FRANCIS BARRALLIER AND THE SURVEY OF 
WESTERNPORT BAY 


By JULIET F. Birp* 


This Paper was not delivered at the Symposium. Because of its historical aspect, 
however, it is given precedence. 


I5 story of the discovery and exploration of 
a tort Bay is a complicated one, with 
d eral scparate expeditions contributing to the 
arly knowledge and nomenclature of the area. 
Re Bass discovcred Westernport Bay in 1798, 
hia his account (1895) and eye sketch show that 
one he entcred and Icft the Bay by the 
m entrance he was aware that another, 
a ern, channel cxisted, dividing Phillip Island 
F m the mainland. He also saw the southern 
l ores of French Island and travelled some dis- 
me up the east and west arms of the Bay 
p cout realising that the two were linked at 
Igh tide. 
In December 1800 James Grant, in charge of 
€ ship Lady Nelson, arrived at Port Jackson, 
3ving completed the first west to east traverse of 
35S Strait. Grant had charted the outlines of the 
'Ctorian coast from Cape Bridgewater to Cape 
atton. Howcver, he omitted the sector between 
àpe Patton and Wilsons Promontory, where he 
am A there was a dcep bay. This he named 
m Governor King. Early in 1801 he was sent 
NE to investigate this area more closcly, to 
Amine the suitability of Westernport as a har- 
S and to discover if Kings Bay contained the 
x Tance to an inland sea. Governor King (1896) 
Pressed great confidence in Grant’s seamanship, 
= doubts over his surveying ability, so he 
weed for him to be accompanied by a sur- 
A Francis Barrallier, son of a French naval 
e Error, whose task was to produce accurate 
M of thc coast, particularly of Westernport 
a The Lady Nelson, with Grant and Barrallier 
ion, entered Westernport Bay by the western 
ncc on 21st March 1801, and remained 
in the Bay until 29th April (Grant 1803). 
"ring that time Barrallier carried out surveys 


of the smaller islands of the Bay, and the main 
channels in the east and west arms. Several copies 
of his chart exist, differing mainly in nomen- 
claturc. The copy reproduced here shows some 
of Grant’s original names, with additions and 
emcndations made soon afterwards, presumably 
by Governor King before he sent the chart to 
London. There are copies of this chart in the 
Public Record Office and the Admiralty Library 
in London. 

Grant recordcd a number of feature names in 
his journal, but some of these had already been 
changed by the time this chart was sent to 
London. The spit which Grant had named Lady 
Nelson Point is here labelled Sandy Point, while 
Lady Nelson Point has been transferred to the 
promontory on which Rhyll now stands. Other 
names shown have subsequently been altered: 
Margaret Island is now Elizabeth Island, Round 
Island is Pelican Island, and Snapper Head has 
become Cape Woolamai. The names of the three 
islands in the west arm have also been changed 
or modified. McKellar Island (sic), now Sand- 
stone Island, was probably named by Governor 
King after Neil MacKellar, his aide-de-camp from 
September 1800 to April 1801, and as MacKellar 
died in mid-1802 it is likely that it was named 
prior to this date. Harris Island was named after 
John Harris, a surgeon who later accompanied 
Barrallier on an expedition to the Hunter River: 
it is now known as Quail Island, although the 
name Harris Island is still officially recorded as 
an alternative in the Victorian Lands Department 
Gazcttcer. 

The name Barrallier Island has persisted, but 
with variations in spelling. Even contemporary 
records differ, Grant for cxample using the form 
*Barreillier. There may have been confusion with 
barilla, a soda ash obtained by burning mangroves 
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Fic. 1—Extract from the Chart of Westernport and Coast to Wilsons Promontory surveyed by Ensign 
Barrallier in the Lady Nelson, March-Agril, 1801. (Admir2ày Library, London. 
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around Freneh Island in the eighteen-forties 
(Gunson 1968), for Cox's ehart of 1865 uses the 
form ‘Brilla’, presumably derived from barilla, 
while the 'Barriliar of the modern Admiralty 
Chart is apparently a hybrid. The ehart illustrated 
here makes it clear that the eorreet name is 
Barrallier Island. 

This chart also establishes that in an otherwise 
aecurate survey Barrallier failed to perceive the 
insularity of Freneh Island, labelled Westernport 
on his map. This was diseovered by the Freneh 
expedition to Australia under Baudin, an offshoot 
of which, with the geographer Pierre Faure, 
visited the Bay in 1802 to cheek the English chart 
(Péron & Freyeinet 1824). The Freneh were 
already aware that the early maps were often 
wrong in identifying islands and peninsulas: they 
had found that D’Entreeasteaux’s Ile Tasman was 
really a peninsula, while over on the West Coast 
a careful investigation of another ‘island’ led to 
its being renamed the Péron Peninsula. Thus they 
probably paid partieular attention to the promon- 
tory of land eharted in Westernport Bay, and 
found that at high tide a boat passage divided it 


from the mainland. This information would have 
been available at offieial levels soon afterwards, 
but it was several years before it became eommon 
knowledge, beeause Baudin died before his jour- 
nal had been published. Examination of various 
editions of Flinders' charts shows that although 
some were updated to incorporate the new dis- 
eovery by 1814, other eontemporary eharts persist 
in showing Freneh Island as a promontory. 
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